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message from 

Pastor Tim 

July 2018 News 

 

In April of 

1966, the 

current 

sanctuary 

was less than 

2 years old 

and the 

sculpture of 

“The 

Resurrected 

Savior” was 

highlighted in 

the Lutheran 

Church-

Missouri Synod’s magazine, Lutheran Witness, 

along with smaller photos of the pulpit and the 

altar. 

I thought the topics covered in the magazine were 

interesting, too, though one was particularly so. 

God Is Not Dead was obviously a response to the 

God is Dead movement. According to Wikipedia, 

“The cover of the April 8, 1966 edition 

of Time [magazine] and the accompanying article 

concerned a movement in American theology that 

arose in the 1960s known as the "death of God". 

Although theologians since Nietzsche had 

occasionally used the phrase "God is dead" to 

reflect increasing unbelief in God, the concept rose 

to prominence in the late 1950s and 1960s, before 

waning again.” 

What I find amazing is the response time. The Time 

article came out in the April 8, 1966 issue, and the 

Lutheran Witness had a response to the article in 

its own April 1966 issue. The article in Time was 

probably printed a few weeks early, but I marvel 

that someone could immediately read the article, 

write a strong response to it, and then get it to the 

Lutheran Witness printers so that it could be their 

own April 1966 edition of the magazine.  

We can do this fairly easily today with computers, 

electronic printing, and high-tech automation. But this 

was all done pre-computer age. This was dealing with 

typists and 

typesetters, both of 

which are very labor 

intensive.  

A part of our call as 

Christ’s disciples is to 

proclaim the good 

news of Christ’s 

death and 

resurrection. How do 

we do this as a 

community at 

Resurrection? How 

do we do this in our 

own lives? Those are 

just a couple of 

questions we can all 

ponder this summer 

as we are enjoying 

God’s creation in the 

great outdoors, or 

gathering with family 

at reunions, or 

meeting with friends 

and relaxing. How do 

you proclaim the 

gospel in such a way 

that is both truly 

good news and 

timely? May we trust 

the Holy Spirit to give 

us the words to 

proclaim in every 

time and every 

place… especially our 

own.  

Pastor Tim 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nontheism
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reaching out 

TO OTHERS 

July Mission of the Month 

Since 1981, the Lutheran Summer Music Program 

has transformed lives and connected people 

through faith and music. This month, Valparaiso, 

Indiana is bustling with LSM students and faculty as 

the 2018 summer academy and festival takes off. 

Two members of Resurrection will be at camp this 

year: Jon Butler will be a camper, playing bass, 

singing, and working on composition, and Sophia 

Butler will be the Dean of Students.  

LSM is founded on 3 values: musical excellence, 

community, and faith. During camp, students 

achieve musical excellence through rigorous study 

and express their unique abilities during Festival 

Week recitals and concerts. Students find a 

supportive community by being apart of 

small counseling groups and engaging in 

recreational activities. Campers have made life long 

friendships and connections by attending LSM. In 

addition, worship is central to daily life. Every day’s 

schedule starts with morning prayer and ends with 

evening prayer with a celebration of the Eucharist 

on Sundays, a performance of a Bach Cantata at the 

end of the month and a hymn festival. This year the 

Bach Cantata that will be studied is BWV 112, The 

Lord is my Shepherd. There are so many wonderful 

opportunities at camp for musical, spiritual, and 

personal growth.  

 

Second Fair Trade Coffee Bar of the 
Summer! 

What?:  The Outreach Committee will be hosting 

Fair Trade coffee bars once per month again this 

summer.   

When?:  Please join us on Sunday, July 8 for the 

second coffee bar of the summer.  We’ll feature Fair 

Trade coffee and savory snacks. 

What Cause Are We Supporting?:  We will be 

accepting free will offerings at each coffee bar to 

benefit the charity Re-Member. 

Re-Member is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization, which works with the Oglala Lakota 

Nation on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South 

Dakota.  Re-Member 

works to improve 

the quality of 

reservation life 

through 

relationships, shared 

resources and volunteer services.  

 
Resurrection’s Congregational 

Coordinator for Guatemala Named 

The Saint Paul Area Synod has been operating with 

the Tanzanian Companion Program under the 

synod’s committee structure, but the Guatemala 

Companion Program has been operating as a task 

force. At this year’s Synod Assembly, we voted to 

elevate the Guatemalan ministry to the same level as 

the Tanzanian program. To do this we had to change 

the synod’s constitution to allow for the formation of  

this committee. We also had to change how this 

ministry operates. There will be a smaller number of 

people who will actually serve on the committee, but 

there will be a named congregational coordinator for 

each congregation that has a companion 

congregation.  

Some years ago now, we partnered with Como Park 

Lutheran Church to walk with Cristo Luz del Mundo 

in Santa Amelia, Guatemala. Under the new 

governing documents, both Como Park and us will 

have a congregational coordinator. Our council 

named Debra McDermott, with her blessing, to serve 

in this new capacity. Debra has been to the village 

many times and has been instrumental in serving in 

this ministry in its formative years. Now, as this 

ministry becomes more solidified, Debra will be key 

in communicating what the Guatemalan projects are 

as decided upon by the ILAG (Augustinian Lutheran 

Church in Guatemala). Thank you for serving in this 

ministry, Debra! 
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reaching out 

TO OTHERS 

A Statement from the Presiding Bishop 

June 26, 2018 

Thus says the Lord: Act with justice and 

righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the 

oppressor anyone who has been robbed. And do no 

wrong or violence to the alien, the orphan, and the 

widow ... (Jeremiah 22:3). 

I am dismayed by the Supreme Court’s recent 

decision concerning the president’s authority to 

restrict travel into the United States. It applies to 

travelers from certain countries based on those 

countries’ inability to provide information necessary 

for immigration vetting. Strong vetting procedures 

have already been authorized by Congress and 

reviews of applications for possible links to terrorism 

are also in place. Therefore, restricting all travelers 

from certain countries simply because they are 

citizens of those countries is deeply troubling. In the 

past, we have seen the sometimes horrific effects of 

excluding and marginalizing (or worse) whole classes 

of people based on their ethnicity, nationality, 

religion, gender identity or other characteristics. 

Our social statement, “For Peace in God’s World,” 

provides theological guidance for the church to 

respond by offering wise words of caution: 

Citizens need to give careful attention to how we 

in the United States perceive our national 

interest and interpret our national identity, since 

what states do depends in large measure on 

their views of their own interests and identity. 

Sin’s power often makes itself felt in arrogant 

and self-righteous views of national identity, and 

in narrow, short-term, and absolute views of 

national interest. 

We expect expressions of our nation’s identity 

to build on the best of our traditions, to respect 

others’ identity, and to open up paths for 

mutual understanding. For the sake of a greater 

good or for reasons of conscience, citizens may 

need to oppose a prevailing understanding or 

practice of national identity and interest. 

With this court decision, we are again reaching a point 

where the assertion of “national security” by the 

executive branch of government results in the 

rejection of all other considerations in national policy 

discussions. Our social statement also reminds us: “In 

bondage to sin, we fall captive to fear.” Jesus taught 

us to love one another. The social statement calls us 

to “a dynamic vision of difference in unity.” 

In a time … when an idolatrous allegiance to 

one’s own community endangers our oneness, 

we must voice with clarity the powerful vision of 

difference in unity. This vision calls us to engage 

differences, not to ignore or fear them. The hope 

for earthly peace challenges people to strengthen 

their own particular communities in ways that 

promote respect and appreciation for people in 

other communities, for all share a common 

humanity. 

Let us recall that all people are created in God’s image 

and, therefore, rather than have suspicion be our 

assumption, let us attribute to them honor and 

respect as God does. 

God’s peace, 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
 

Capital Campaign 

At the June council meeting, we approved the dates 

for this fall’s capital campaign. Please mark your 

calendars for September 23 for the Kick Off and 

October 28 as Commitment Sunday. Our theme is: 

Rise, O Church! Believe. Build. Become.  

To Better Serve Our Neighbors. 

Please keep watch in the coming weeks as we begin to 

build momentum toward this exciting project! 
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From the Special Needs Ministry:  

Matthew McGuiness has a new volunteer 
job! 

Matthew’s “church” volunteer job - as part of his 

confirmation program at Resurrection - is to collect 

paper to recycle, along with doing other appropriate 

tasks, with the Odd Jobbers. He also loves hanging 

out with the Odd Jobbers on Monday mornings, 

especially enjoying the coffee and donut time once a 

month.  

You may give your bulletins to Matthew after 

worship, or continue to put them in the brown 

recycling collection box in the narthex. Matthew loves 

to put the paper into the blue recycle container and 

bring it to Pastor Laurel’s office. She then brings it to 

the Career and Life Transition center for shredding. 

Matthew hopes to help with the shredding in the fall. 

The Humane Society uses the shredded paper for 

animal bedding and other purposes.  

For more information regarding Matthew’s new job, 

please visit with Sarah McGuiness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

our life 

TOGETHER 

July Birthdays–  

80 and Over 
7/01 Joe DiSalvo 652 Overlook Dr 
   Roseville, MN 55113 
 
7/04 Ray Geist W211 Greenhouse Village 
   1021 Larpenteur Ave S 
   Roseville, MN 55113 
 
7/11 Gay Geist W211 Greenhouse Village 
   1021 Larpenteur Ave W 
   Roseville, MN 55113 
 
7/16 Virginia Kuck 3090 Farrington Ct 
   Roseville, MN 55113 
 
7/28 Connie Beck 2925 Lincoln Dr #614 
   Roseville, MN 55113 
 

 

Congratulations! 

We rejoice with Burt Johnson and Shawn Lohse on 

their recent marriage. Pastor Tim officiated the 

ceremony on Burt’s family’s farm in Solem Township 

(rural Kensington), west of Alexandria, on June 16th. 

Please keep Burt and Shawn in your prayers as they 

begin their married life together! Rejoice! 

 

Pastor Tim on Vacation 

Pastor Tim will be on vacation from July 5 – July 20. 

Pastors Nathan Baker-Trinity and Robert Hausman will 

be handling the emergency on-call situations. (Simply 

call the church at 651-484-1292 to find the name and 

telephone number for the person on-call.) Pastor Dick 

Hendrickson will be preaching and presiding at 

worship on July 8 and 15th. Thank you, Nathan, Robert, 

and Dick! 
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minute I first showed up. From leading Sunday School 

and the Lock-In, to transporting heated winter tents 

out to the Standing Rock Spirit Camps, singing 

German folk songs at Oktoberfest to leading worship, 

you all have supported me in all facets of my ministry. 

You are not simply a congregation to me, you are a 

spiritual family, a very real and tangible 

representation of the Body of Christ. My heart 

overflows with thanks and joy for the past two years 

and the remarkable welcome you have extended me 

as a contextual learning student. 

 

As I prepare to embark on this next journey as an 

intern, I will carry your love and support deep within 

my heart. Thank you all for everything these last two 

years. I can't wait to return and share my stories with 

you all in a year. Make sure to leave an Adult Forum 

slot open for me! 

 

In Christ, 

Tom Gehring 

 

 

Our life 

TOGETHER 

Farewell and Godspeed to Tom Gehring 
Dear Resurrection, 

 

As I'm sure many of you are aware, I just completed my 

second year as a student at Luther Seminary. Given that 

I am following the traditional student track, this next 

year I will be embarking on a yearlong adventure as a 

pastoral intern. In a matter of weeks, I will be leaving my 

cozy home here in Minnesota and jetting 9,000 miles 

away to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in order to serve as the 

intern for the Luther House Chapel congregation. 

 

I am thrilled to have been selected as one of the three 

international interns to serve our global partners 

through the ELCA's Horizon Internship program. I am a 

firm believer that the more varied expressions of our 

Lutheran faith that I encounter and learn from relatively 

early on in my life of ministry will only serve to grow me 

as a more equipped leader, and grow the Church into 

broader understanding of how the gospel can be - and is 

- lived out. 

 

As the remaining time before I depart continues to 

shorten, I find myself reflecting on what exactly this 

seminary journey has wrought so far. In these 

reflections, my heart is full of nothing but gratitude for 

all of you at Resurrection. It's almost unbelievable that it 

was two years ago now that I blew in hot off the prairie 

of the Rosebud Reservation looking for a contextual 

learning site. I'm not sure many of you know this, but I 

actually called Pastor Tim wondering if I would be able 

to serve at Resurrection and not live in my sister Laura's 

shadow. Failing to mask the immense amusement in his 

voice, Pastor Tim told me "absolutely, your experience 

here will be what you make it." 

 

My experience at Resurrection so far has been exactly 

that, but it has also been what you all have made it. This 

congregation has been nothing but supportive since the 
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Director’s Assistant 

Grace Lindmark 
 
Arts and Crafts Coordinator 

Sarah Sponholz 
 
Arts and Crafts Volunteers 

Sarah Taylor, Rachel Knight, Natasha Sandanayake, 

Elise McDermott, Rebecca Sauer, Nathan Baker-

Trinity, Sarah Ashbach, Micah Quast 
 
Photographer  

Isak Bernard 
 
Snacks and Wed/Thursday Lunches  

Nancy Nelson, Phil Peterson, Sally Westermeyer, 

Wayne  Griesel, Sarah Sponholz, Jill Westermeyer, 

Melissa Reichert 
 
Counselor Bible Study  

Bob Hausman 
 
Set & Props   

Dee Bedford, Linda Hildebrant, Melissa Reichert 
 
Costumes  

Melissa Reichert 
 
T-shirts   

Tom Lind 
 
Logo    

Neil Johnston 
 
Volunteer Lunch   

Julie Lindmark 
 
Reception Coordinators  

Sally Westermeyer, Nancy Nelson, Terry 

Romundstad, Sherry Kim, Kathy Brown, Sue 

Strohschein 
 
Snack Providers 

Alayne Thoreson, Sara Hasse, Linda Lee, Melissa 

Reichert, Sally Westermeyer, Kathy Brown, Sherry 

Kim 

 

This week continues to be an incredible outreach to 

our community, and we are so grateful for the 

support that you all provide to make it possible.   

Our life 

TOGETHER 

Vacation Bible School Thank you 

A huge thank you to all who made this past week of 

Vacation Bible School possible.  It was an amazing, faith-

filled week with 67 campers and over 40 adult and teen 

volunteers!  Thank you to the following people for 

making it possible! 

Pre-k, Kindergarten and 1st grade teachers 

Diane Bengston, Janet Christianson, Gloria Anderson, 

Linda Hildebrant, Kathy Lee, Linda Lee 
 
2nd/3rd grade teachers 

Katy Van Loon 
 
4th-5th grade teacher  

Jill Westermeyer 
 
6th grade teacher 

Melissa Reichert 
 
Counselors  

Jon Butler, Jeremia Bernard, Linnea Johnston, Ava 

Knight, Luke Reichert, Lydia Ryder,  Alden Wright, Kyle 

Tsujimoto, Isaiah Brown 
 
Games 

August Bengtson,  Jon Butler 
 
Directors  

Gary Butler, Mary Gregory 
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upcoming 

EVENTS– July 
 
 
Woodcarvers:  Sundays, 7:00 pm 
 
St. Paul Needleworkers:  July 3, 9:00 am 
 
Office Closed:  July 4 
 
Pastor Tim on vacation:  July 5-23 
 
Coffee Bar:  July 8, 10:30 am 
 
Buildings & Grounds Meeting:  July 9, 9:00 am 
 
Cookie Baking:  July 9,  9:30 am 
 
Loaves & Fishes:  July 9,  2:30 pm 
 
Rachel on vacation:  July 13-23 
 
Worship, Music & the Arts committee:  July 15, 10:30 am 
 
Newsletter deadline:  July 16, 4:00 pm 
 
St. Paul Needleworkers:  July 16, 7:00 pm 
 
Church Council meeting:  July 17, 7:30 pm 
 
League of Women Voters:  July 18, 9:30 am 
 
Meals on Wheels:  July 19 
 
Parish Life committee:  July 22, 10:30 am 
 
Markham/Boatman wedding rehearsal:  July 27, 5:00 pm 
 
Slice of Shoreview parade line up in parking lot:  July 28, 8 am 
 
Markham/Boatman wedding:  July 28, 3:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Lutheran Church of the  

Resurrection 
A Reconciling in Christ  

congregation  
www.lcrelca.org  
(651) 484-1292 

Monthly Worship Leaders 
 

Usher Team:  Team 4 
Phil Peterson, Ruth Johnson, 
Brian Larson,  Dick Hendrickson 
 
Altar Guild:  Meredithe 
Hedenstrom, Jean Richards 
 
Communion Bread Baking:   
Gloria Anderson 
 
Sacristan: Linda Lee 

 
Cookie Providers  

 
July 1 
Anthony & Amber Stolp 
Stephan Gryzan 
Pat & David Libra 
 
July 8 
Coffee Bar 
 
July 15 
Barbara Prokosch 
Ann Kitzman 
Roger Larson 
 
July 22 
Rebecca & Pete Sauer 
Karen Earhuff 
Wendy &  Doug Wannen 
 
July 29 
Joe & Susan DiSalvo 
Judy & Virginia Kuck 
Sue Strohschein & Phil Peterson 
 

 
 

 

  
Follow us on Facebook 

Lutheran Church of the 

Resurrection ELCA 


