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message from 

Pastor Tim 
+  What do you believe?  

+  How would you go about writing down the essential, 
non-negotiables of your faith?  

+  What would you say about God?  

+  About the Trinity?  

+  About God the Father?  

+  About Jesus Christ?  

+  About the Holy Spirit?  

+  What would you write about sin?  

+  Or about love?  

+  Or about grace?  

+  Or about forgiveness?  

+  What have become the essential things you have 
learned about life that you would like to pass along to 
others?  

+  What would you say?  

This is the challenge that is given to our confirmands prior 

to affirming their baptisms. They each are writing 

something that becomes a “snapshot” of where they are in 

their faith development at this stage in their lives. It is not 

an easy task, but it is a rewarding and enriching task, not 

only for them, but for us as a community of faith. I 

encourage you to try write a faith statement yourself as a 

spiritual exercise.  

Our confirmands have the additional challenge of sharing it 

with us. On Wednesday, May 16 at 7 pm we gather in the 

sanctuary for a service in which we will get to hear our 

confirmands read their faith statements to family, friends, 

and fellow members of the body of Christ. We do this 

because catechism literally means to “echo back” what they 

have learned. In past decades, confirmation often meant 

that there was an oral examination in front of the 

congregation. For some people it became a time of public 

embarrassment and shame as they were not good at 

memorization or reciting “facts.” I give each confirmand a 

brief oral examination privately when I meet with them to 

go over the first draft of their faith statement. But then I 

have them share their faith statement with the assembly. 

Please come and support our young women and men as 

Adult Forum Schedule  

5/6 Social Statement Draft on Women 
 and Justice  

This document was prepared by the ELCA Task 

Force: Women and Justice: One in Christ. It is the 

task force’s draft of this social statement. As such, 

it is an invitation to discern what this church 

should teach about contemporary issues related 

to sexism and patriarchy in our society. 

 

5/13 Medical Mission in Tanzania  

Join us as Angela Smithson shares some of her 

experiences of the medical mission she was a part 

of in Tanzania this past winter.  

 

5/20 Cherish All Children 

Sarah McGuiness and Joy McElroy co-lead this 

forum using material developed in collaboration 

by Cherish All Children and Lutheran Social Service 

of Minnesota to help educate faith communities 

about the serious but often-overlooked issue of 

youth sexual exploitation and trafficking. It is an 

issue of epidemic proportions, both globally as 

well as right here in the Twin Cities. The goal is to 

educate members of faith communities to protect 

all youth from becoming victims, and more 

effectively support survivors today.  (See article on 

page 3 for related information.) 

 

Church communication 

Please remember to update Rachel in the office 

when you have a change of address, email, or 

phone number. This will help to ensure that you 

are getting all communications from the church, 

as well as keep our database accurate.  If you 

aren’t currently getting weekly email updates 

from church, please consider signing up for them 

through our website:  www.lcrelca.org.  See 

Rachel with any questions. 
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they publicly profess their faith. 

Then, they will affirm their baptisms on Pentecost 

Sunday, May 20 at our 9 am worship. Make no 

mistake, however, that affirming our baptisms as 

confirmands is not graduation from Sunday school, 

and is certainly not a graduation from our faith. We 

are to affirm our baptisms daily in our dying and 

rising with Christ. And so for these teenage sisters 

and brothers in Christ, this is not an ending, but a 

beginning. This is where they really begin to take 

ownership for their own faith journey. This does not 

mean that they are on their own, however. They 

will always be connected to others and connected 

to us as representatives of the whole Christian 

church. This becomes a day we celebrate this 

change and transformation the Holy Spirit is making 

in their lives.  

May we all be nurtured in our own faith lives as we 
witness how the Holy Spirit is active in theirs. 

 
reaching out 

TO OTHERS 

May Mission of the Month 
 
Plant Sale 
 
Don’t forget to get your order forms in by May 4. 

There are still great opportunities to sign up to work 

several hours in order to support the Guatemalan 

mission project. If you are not gardening this year, 

please consider a donation (checks made out to 

Resurrection with Plant Sale indicated on the memo 

line). Thanks for your help. 

 

Thank You for the thoughts and prayers 

Dolores Anderson would like to thank everyone for 

the thoughts, prayers, and visits while she was 

recently in the hospital, following hip surgery.  

Dolores is home recovering now.  She is grateful for 

all the support from the Resurrection community. 

 

“Cherish All Children” Appeal to Learn and 

Participate 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

On Sunday May 20th I will be leading an adult forum 

entitled “My Neighbor’s Not for Sale.”  Joining me 

will be Joy McElroy, executive director of the 

nonprofit organization “Cherish All Children” to 

discuss the all too often overlooked issue of youth 

sexual exploitation and trafficking. We will be using 

materials recently published in collaboration 

between Cherish All Children and Lutheran Social 

Service of Minnesota.  The goal is to help educate 

faith communities about sexual exploitation and 

trafficking, empower them to  protect all youth from 

becoming victims, as well as more effectively support 

survivors today.   

For thousands of years, society- including the church- 

has grossly misunderstood, ignored, or failed to 

recognize the issue.  When one considers that the 

average age when a youth first become a victim here 

in the US is 12-14 years old (and sometimes as young 

as 10) the assumption of prostitution being a 

consensual choice quickly fades away.   

People of faith have a powerful voice in the arena of 

justice and social change.  In fact, Resurrection as a 

congregation has a strong history of walking beside 

those who have been considered on the margins of 

society as they slowly emerge into the light of their 

inherent dignity we all share as blessed children of 

God.   

I ask you to join me for the May 20th “My Neighbor’s 

Not for Sale” forum and to visit our information table 

after worship during the month of May where you 

can learn more about the ministry of Cherish All 

Children, sign up to join (or sponsor) us at the 

upcoming “Stop the Trafficking” 5k fundraiser 

Saturday, June 9th, and other ways members of 

Resurrection are already taking action during  to help 

support survivors right here in the Twin Cities.   

In the Light, 

Sarah R McGuiness 
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reaching out 

TO OTHERS 

Vacation Bible School Donations 

This year’s Vacation Bible 

School mission will be 

Lutheran Social Services 

Refugee Resettlement 

Services.  We will be 

collecting offering during the week from students, as 

well as an offering during the program itself to 

donate to this program. 

We’d also like the  VBS kids to create School Supply 

Kits to welcome refugee students.  To that end, we 

are collecting school supplies for these kits.  Here are 

the items that we need:   3 Folders with pockets, 3 

Wide ruled notebooks, #2 pencils, erasers,  child 

scissors, glue sticks, pencil/ crayon sharpener, 

crayons, and backpacks. 

We hope to collect enough backpacks and supplies so 

that each VBS student can create one backpack.  If 

you can donate, please bring supplies to church and 

put them in the box labeled “VBS school supply 

donations.”  See Rachel with any questions.  Thank 

you! 

 

our life 

TOGETHER 

Twin Cities Community Gospel Choir 

Twin Cities Community Gospel Choir and the Edina 

Chorale are teaming up for a joint concert, "The Soul 

of Gospel".  There are 2 concert dates - Friday, May 

11 at 7pm and Saturday, May 12 at 3pm.  Location is 

the Lake Calhoun Event Center (St. Mary's Greek 

Orthodox Church) -  which is at 3450 Irving Ave. S. in 

Minneapolis.  Tickets are $25 for general admission 

and anyone under age 21 is free.  Visit 

www.eventbrite.com for tickets or see Christina 

Middleton down in the nursery.  

Art in the Hallway 

On February 18 members of all ages gathered 

downstairs to paint and create works of art. They 

generated themes of journey, prayer, community, 

transformation, healing, peace, fire, service, reflection, 

dark/light, inward, love, and contemplation. Take a 

walk down the hallway that leads to the church office 

and admire the creativity the Holy Spirit moved in 

each person to create what they did. 

 

Farewell and Godspeed for Jacob and Evan 

Over the past three years I've had the utmost pleasure 

to call Lutheran Church of the Resurrection home.  As 

my time comes to an end here in Minnesota I will 

remember fondly the warmth, hospitality, and regard 

to the Gospel that LCR has shown to me.  I look 

forward to the new adventure knowing I have the 

prayers and support of my family here. 

I remember walking into church to meet Pastor Tim 

for the first time and he invited me to meet the 

congregation at Oktoberfest.  That night, along with 

being part of VBS,  leading Sunday School and a forum, 

sliding palates after palates of plants, and listening to 

the Word through music and countless other parts of 

this congregation, have made me a stronger Christian 

and believer in Christ's message of peace and love. 

I leave with more than just myself and the wonderful 

lessons I've learned here.  Evan, my boyfriend, was 

accepted into a Ph.D. program in theology and ethics 

at Loyola University Chicago.  At the end of the month 

I will move back to my home state closer to my 

parents.  Evan will follow shortly after to start 

classes.  While he completes the classes he needs for 

his doctorate I will be finishing up the last classes I 

need including internship.  So, for at least two years 

we will be in Chicago. 

Thank you so much for being a church I can call 
home.  This is not goodbye, but a see you again soon. 

 

 

http://www.eventbrite.com
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Simpson Shelter thank you 

Thanks you to all who chipped in to make and serve 

the meal this past Sunday, April 29th:  Pete Sauer, 

Julie & Eric Lindmark, Debra & Joel McDermott, Jill & 

Chris Westermeyer, David Libra, Rachel Wright, Greta 

& Will Wright, Deb Gelerter, Tim Bernard, Jeremia & 

Isak Bernard, Arlin Becker 

We also thank Thrivent for supplying the money to 

pay for the food! 

American Sign Language Classes 

Would you be interested in learning ASL this summer 

with others from Resurrection?  Member Matthew 

McGuiness uses ASL to communicate and we have a 

unique opportunity to help others learn through the 

Minnesota State Academy for the Deaf (MSAD).  

Classes begin once a week Tuesday June 12 from 6p-

7p through Aug 14. The course is free, offered live via  

video conferencing online, however space is limited 

and filling up fast.  MSAD is aware that a group of 

people may be interested in sharing “seats” so more 

people can attend.  Please contact Sarah McGuiness 

at smcguine@luthersem.edu to register.     

 

Music and Education Hour Schedule 

The last rehearsal for treble choir and early childhood 

music class will be May 16.  We will gather again in 

the fall! 

Sunday School’s last class will be Sunday, May 13.  

Adult forum will continue through May 20, in order to 

make up for the forum that was canceled due to the 

April blizzard. 

our life 

TOGETHER 
“Shepherd of Souls” book 

recently released 

David Anderson’s new book, 

“Shepherd of Souls”, has 

recently been published.  From 

David:  “A book I have been 

thinking about for ten years 

and writing for three is now in print. It is the culmination 

of my growing understanding of the power of youth and 

family ministry to be congregational renewal (thank you, 

Paul Hill), cross+generational faith formation and 

outreach (thank you, Bill Tesch). All of this has at its base 

the need for all Christians, for the priesthood of all 

believers, to be shepherds of the soul.”  Books can be 

ordered through www.milestonesministry.org 

 
Ascension Worship with Bonnie Hanson – May 17 

Ascension Day is 40 days after Easter, and 10 days 

before Pentecost, but it is often forgotten and not 

celebrated. This year Ascension falls on May 10, and we 

had begun a conversation with Bonnie Hanson about 

doing Holden Evening Prayer with her community at The 

Colony, but that day did not work out for them. So, we 

will be celebrating the Ascension a week later, on May 

17 at 6:30 pm. It will be at The Colony (431 Prairie 

Center Dr, Eden Prairie, MN 55344). All of those who are 

able and are willing to drive or carpool from 

Resurrection are invited to join us! 

 

Spring Building Clean-up Day 

Please join us Saturday, May 5th from 9 am to noon, or 

for whatever part of that time that you can.  We have a 

lot of spring-cleaning to do and can use many hands to 

do all of what we have to do! We will be doing a 

thorough cleaning of the pews, windows (inside and 

out), and dusting sills and other nooks and crannies 

throughout, and more. Please join us! 

 

mailto:smcguine@luthersem.edu
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and died suddenly and peacefully two days later. 

Mike was 68 years old. His funeral was on April 2, at 

the Roseville Memorial Chapel. Since no one 

informed us of his death, I don’t know of anybody 

from Resurrection who attended his funeral. If you 

knew Mike, then please send a card, in care of 

Margarita Godina, 160 E. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul, MN 

55101. I take Mike’s death as message to us all. I 

guess we never really know when our last day will be, 

or whose lives we will touch, so please tell those 

special people in your life that you love them and 

appreciate them. As for the gospel, this we know: If 

we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to 

the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, 

we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived 

again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and 

the living. (Romans 14:8-9) – Pastor Tim 

 

Meet Our New Members 

Tony and Amber Stolp 

Tony is, of course, the younger son of Bobbie and 

Dennis Stolp. Longtime members may remember 

Tony's Eagle Scout ceremony as it was held here at 

the Resurrection. 

Amber and Tony met at Afton Alps Ski Area where 

they both worked, Tony in the repair shop and Amber 

in the rental department of the resort. After working 

together for some time, Amber asked Tony out. That 

encounter went very well and they continued to date 

for six years until they married on February 28, 2015. 

The wedding took place at Amber's grandparent's 

church in West St. Paul. 

They both love children and, according to Bobbie 

Stolp, are "awesome parents" to a beautiful baby 

daughter, Madison, born February 4, 2017. Amber 

loves to bake and works in Member Services at 

HealthPartners. Tony is a skilled handyman and can 

fix anything and everything. He works as an insurance 

agent specializing in Health Insurance and Medicare. 

The three- and two crazy animals, Daphne and Tiny - 

live happily in a home on St. Paul's Greater East Side 

off White Bear Avenue. 

our life 

TOGETHER 

May 

Birthdays–  

80 and over 
5/06 Harvey Gustafson 1212 36 1/2 Ave NE 

 Mpls, MN 55418 

5/08 Lennart Nelson   The Heritage at Lyngblomsten 

  1440 Midway Pkwy #308 

  St. Paul, MN 55108 

5/20 Gerry Mann 604 NE 1st Ave  

  Rm 134a 

 Forest Lake, MN 55025 

5/24 Ramona Smerer 2825 Pascal St 5f 

 Roseville, MN 55113 

 

Funerals 

Virginia Balster 

Virginia died on Saturday evening, March 31, at the 

Shoreview Senior Living’s memory care unit. Virginia was 

born in Ortonville, MN, April 22, 1935. Virginia was 

cremated and the memorial service will be held at a 

later date.  In death, Virginia receives the fulfillment of 

the promises made in baptism.  Please keep the Balster 

family in your prayers.  

 

Mike Welte 

to the family of Mike Welte. Mike was a beloved child of 

God and an ardent lover of fine church music. He lived in 

a group home - the Dayton House in St. Paul - but heard 

about our hymn festival a few years ago and worshiped 

with us about 1-2 times a month since then. Mike 

worshiped at other congregations, too. It all depended 

upon which one he could get a ride to, but whenever he 

was going to worship with us, he called the church office 

during the week to let us know he was coming. While 

here, he often volunteered to help the ushers hand out 

bulletins. He worshiped with us on Palm/Passion Sunday 
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upcoming 

EVENTS– May 
 
 
Woodcarvers:  Sundays, 7:00 pm 
 
St. Paul Needleworkers:  May 1, 9:00 am 
 
Bach Cantatas Course:  Tuesdays, May 1, 8, 15, 6:30 pm 
 
Bookworms:  May 2, 12:30 pm 
 
Buildings & Grounds Meeting:  May 7, 9:00 am 
 
Connectors Meeting:  May 7, 6:30 pm 
 
Daisies Meetings:  May 8, 5:45 pm 
 
Bach Cantata during worship:  May 13, 9:00 am 
 
Cookie Baking:  May 14,  9:30 am 
 
Loaves & Fishes:  May 14, 2:30 pm 
 
Phoebe Circle:  May 15, 1:00 pm 
 
Church Council meeting:  May 15, 7:30 pm 
 
Reading of Faith Statements:  May 16, 7:00 pm 
 
Meals on Wheels:  May 17 
 
Ascension Worship:  May 17, 6:30 pm (at The Colony) 
 
Affirmation of Baptism:  May 20, 9:00 am 
 
Worship, Music & the Arts committee:  May 20, 11:30 am 
 
Newsletter deadline:  May 21, 4:00 pm 
 
St. Paul Needleworkers:  May 21, 7:00 pm 
 
Ruth Circle:  May 21, 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

 
The Lutheran Church of the  

Resurrection 
A Reconciling in Christ  

congregation  
www.lcrelca.org  
(651) 484-1292 

Monthly Worship Leaders 
 

Usher Team:  Team 1 
Jon Bengtson, Bob King, Claire 
Chang, Dave Kippen 
 
Altar Guild:  Pat Libra,  
Deb McDermott 
 
Communion Bread Baking:   
Deb McDermott 
 
Sacristan: Teri MacNabb 

 
Cookie Providers  

 
May 6 
Laurel Halvorson Bernard  
Jon & Janet Christianson 
Greg & Barb Ensberg 
 
May 13 
Nick & Beth Williamson 
Eric & Becca Bertram 
Barbara Abrahamson 
 
May 20 
Josh & Christine Friberg 
Jon Lundin 
Jim & Linda Lee 
 
May 27 
Carolyn Cushing 
Jeff & Brenda Washburn 
Tom & Nancy Lind 

 
 

 

  
Follow us on Facebook 

Lutheran Church of the 

Resurrection ELCA 


