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What’s in Worship? 
December 3: 
READINGS AND PSALM:  Isaiah 64: 1-9; Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-
19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13: 24-37 

 
December 10: 
READINGS AND PSALM:  Isaiah 40: 1-11; Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-

13; 2 Peter 3: 8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 

 

December 17: 
READINGS AND PSALM:   Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 
Thessalonians 5: 16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

December 24: 
READINGS AND PSALM:  2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16; Luke 1: 46b-
55; Romans 16: 25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

 

December 31: 
READINGS AND PSALM:  Isaiah 61: 10-62:3; Psalm 148; 
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 
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message from 

Pastor Tim 

Happy New Year! Of course, I am talking about the new church year, 
which begins December 3 with the first Sunday of Advent. The themes of 
Advent are watching, waiting, preparation, and anticipation as we long for 
the Christ-child to break into our lives anew. The season, then, begs this 
question: How do you see Christ breaking into your life anew? Advent is a 
season to ponder the mystery of the question more than develop a 
concrete, definitive answer, just as it is to ponder the mystery of the 
incarnation more than recount something that happened 2,000 years ago. 
Christ is alive as God with us! O Come, O Come, Emmanuel! 

Here are some events that demonstrate that we, as the body of Christ, are 
alive as well. We have some events that bring us together to strengthen 
us as Christ’s disciples, and other events that send us out, nourished and 
strengthened, to serve in Christ’s name. 

Midweek Advent worship 
Please join us as we watch and wait, wonder and worship our Lord. Join us 
for Holden Evening Prayer as we begin in darkness and see the light 
scatter the darkness. These moving midweek services are at 7:00 pm on 
December 6, 13, and 20 with preachers Jacob Sefton, Tom Gehring, and 
Pastor Laurel Halvorson Bernard, and worship leaders Zach Westermeyer, 
Kris Rongstad, and Grace Lindmark, respectively. 
 
Rise, O Church! Revealing the Building Plans – Forum on December 17 
Our building task force has been working with architects for about two 
years now. Last spring we held four focus meetings to look at how we use 
various parts of our building (worship space, kitchen/fellowship hall 
space, welcoming space, administration/classroom space) and got input 
from about 25 to 30 people. This became the information the architect 
used to drafting the sketches for the proposed changes to our building.  
See the forum schedule to the left for more information. 
 
Photo Directory 
For more information about our photo directory, please see pages 5. 
Please also note the following: 
 There will be sales people here trying to get you to buy packages of 

your photo.  Please do not fee pressured into buying more than you 
planned.   

 You also do not need to purchase anything. If you just want your 
picture taken to participate in the directory that is fine. The sales 
people may want you to purchase some photo packages, but you can 
say no and still have your photo in the directory. 

 You can submit your own photos. We are given, as a congregation, a 
few “free” slots for us to submit photos. After those are used it costs 
us $10/photo to submit. That is a small price for us to pay to get 100% 
compliance, so we will be taking photos of our shut-ins to make sure 
that they get included. 

We want this to be a good event that helps us welcome and get to know 
each other as fellow sisters and brothers in Christ. If you have any 
questions, do not hesitate to contact Pastor Tim or Rachel. 

Adult Forum Schedule 

12/3 - The Game of 3s 

Join Luther Seminary student, 

Jacob Sefton, as he leads us in a 

multi-media project on what it 

means to be Lutheran in 2017. All 

are welcome! 

12/10 - Music in Malaysia 

Sophia Butler just got back from a 

year of teaching and cultural 

diplomacy in Malaysia. Besides 

teaching English classes – which 

was the main part of her contract 

as a Fulbright scholar – she also 

started a music program at the 

school, including a choir, music 

theory class, and even an original 

student musical. In exchange, one 

of her students taught Sophia 

about traditional music in Sarawak. 

She is excited to share with us 

some of her experiences and her 

students’ work.  

12/17 – Rise, O Church! Revealing 
the Building Plans 

This will be an opportunity for 

everyone to come, hear the plan 

for the building and the process for 

the capital campaign, and, most 

importantly, have an opportunity 

to ask your questions.  

 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Thank You 
Thank you to all who donated Cub 

gift cards and cash to our Bountiful 

Backpacks program.  Because of 

your generous donations, we were 

able to give a total of $1200 in Cub 

gift cards to the Bountiful Backpack 

families this Thanksgiving season.  

Thank you for your generosity!
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message from 

Pastor Tim 
(cont) 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day worship 

Please join us Christmas Eve and Christmas Day as 
we worship God and celebrate the gift of Jesus’ 
birth into the world. This year, Christmas Eve falls 
on the same Sunday as the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent, which means that we worship at our 
regular time of 9:00 a.m., then come back for 
Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm. Our Christmas Day 
worship is at 10:30 a.m.  Please invite your family 
and friends to join us! 

 

Worship WHYs 

So we can be Worship Wise 

Processions – Many congregations and 
congregational members don’t know what to do in 
worship when they see a procession. They see the 
cross, the torches, the other people who serve in 
worship, then the pastor and/or bishop and think 
whoever is coming last is the one to honor. I have 
witnessed people, even my colleagues at synodical 
worship services, who face the cross in the rear of 
the sanctuary and do not turn forward until the last 
person, often the bishop, has passed. Some even 
bow to the bishop.  

Is the pastor or the bishop who we worship? I 
suppose when I state it that way it becomes clear, 
doesn’t it. When we have a procession, the cross of 
Christ leads the way. Everyone follows Christ, 
including the pastor and the bishop.  

As for the pastor or the bishop being last, it does 
not represent their “higher rank” as the world 
would see it, but just the opposite. It signifies - that 
following Christ - we are servants of all.  

When the procession passes by, please turn and 
follow the cross. You are also welcome to bow as a 
sign of reverence to Christ. Bowing is a small way 
that we can put our faith into action and witness 
our love for Christ.  

    - Pastor Tim 

 

reaching out 

TO OTHERS 

December Mission of the Month:   
ELCA World Hunger 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me.  Matthew 25:35 
 
 
By now, you know all the facts and figures… 

 The earth can produce enough food for 
everyone 

 The number of people living in chronic hunger 
worldwide has fallen 17 percent since the early 
1990’s 

But 

 nearly 800 million people in our world today 
are hungry.  That’s 1 in 10. 

 In the United States, nearly 16 million children 
don’t know when or where their next meal will 
be 

 About HALF of all the adults in the United 
States will need federal assistance to buy food at 
some point during their lifetime 

 
Do you also realize that ELCA World Hunger uses a 

multi-faceted approach to ending world hunger? 

First, they provide immediate relief to those who are 

hungry, meeting basic needs and recognizing the 

universal human right to food. Ending hunger is 

about more than food.  By connecting people with 

the resources they need to produce food and gain 

access to clean water, education, health care and 

sources of income, long-term, sustainable  change 

can be accomplished. The ELCA depends on the 

networking of volunteers to raise awareness, share 

the story and promote the mission we are all a part 

of. Individuals, congregations and synods all play 

unique roles in eradicating poverty and hunger. By 

sharing best practices and stories from our 

congregations, we multiply our effect. Through a 

variety of learning opportunities for children, youth 

and adults across our church, we discover ways we 

can work toward the prevention and alleviation of 

hunger. ELCA World Hunger develops and provides 

educational resources and events to equip the 

members of this church to make a difference. We 

also believe that our government and elected 

officials play an essential role. We encourage funding 

that helps people who need food, housing and  
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reaching out 

TO OTHERS 
(cont) 

healthcare and we urge protection of the land and 

waters that people rely on for food and livelihood. By 

speaking with and on behalf of those who are hungry 

through advocacy, ELCA World Hunger works to 

change the systems that perpetuate poverty. Through 

this comprehensive approach, ELCA World Hunger 

works to address hunger from all angles - both 

domestically and globally. 

 
Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger are making a 
difference.  As a partner of churches, social ministry 
organizations and development and advocacy 
organizations, ELCA World Hunger helps reach 
communities most in need throughout the 
world.  Their relationships in the U.S. and around the 
world create an infrastructure that allows them to be 
very cost efficient and effective - less than 10 cents of 
every dollar is used for program administration and 
fundraising.  In 2016, your support of ELCA World 
Hunger totaled over $21.9 million. Your generous 
giving makes it possible for ELCA World Hunger to be 
present throughout the United States and throughout 
the world.  In 2017, we are supporting 347 projects in 
46 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, 
and 62 countries, including the United States. 
 
From health clinics to microloans, food pantries to 
soup kitchens, advocacy to community organizing, 
your gifts are supporting meaningful solutions that 
get at the root causes of hunger. This year, your gifts 
to  ELCA World Hunger supported innovative and 
effective projects around the world, including: 
 

  Community organizing in Alaska’s Mat-su valley 

  Central City Lutheran Mission’s emergency men’s 

shelter in San Bernardino, California 

  Inter Parish Ministry’s choice food pantries in 

Batavia and Newtown, Ohio 

  Primary and secondary education in Zimbabwe 

  Sustainable farming in China and 

  Over 600 other projects in the areas of relief, 

education, advocacy and sustainable development. 
   
As members of the ELCA, we are called to 

respond.  We are a church that rolls up our sleeves 

and gets to work. 
 

Christmas Wish Lists for Residents at LSS  

It has been a long-standing tradition at the Lutheran 

Church of the Resurrection to show support for those 

who reside at Lutheran Social Services Home & 

Community Housing with gifts each Christmas.  LSS 

relies on our congregation’s continued support of this 

important ministry. 

LSS Home and Community Living is a program that 

supports and houses adults with disabilities. The 

purpose of the Christmas gift program is to provide 

each of these special people with gifts of clothing, 

games and personal items that they would otherwise 

not receive. 

We ask that you continue this tradition and select a 

resident’s wish list from our “Gift Tree.”  Our goal is 

that each resident receives at least one gift. 

The “wish list” can be removed from the ornament 

card holder hanging on the “Gift Tree” (please do not 

remove the hanging ornament) and used as a 

shopping list for each individual.  Please sign your 

name (on the sign-up list by the tree) next to the 

resident’s name that you have chosen so we have a 

record to check. 

You can cross off the gifts on the wish list you are 

giving and return the wish list card to the “Gift Tree” 

so others can buy remaining gifts on the list .  It is not 

necessary to purchase all items on the list.  

Please wrap and clearly label each gift with the 

person’s name and return to church by Sunday, 

December 17th @ noon to allow time for delivery.   

Monetary gifts or gift cards (Target, Cub, etc.) are also 

appreciated and can be used to benefit all those who 

reside at LSS with needed household items.  Please 

make checks payable to The Lutheran Church of the 

Resurrection and designate “LSS gift” on the memo 

line.  These gifts can be placed in the Sunday offering 

plate or mail them to church.  Thank you! 

Contact Kathy Brown with questions.  651-484-9683. 
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Equal Exchange Chocolate 

The Resurrection youth will be selling chocolate bars 

during Advent.  The bars are $3 a piece.  Purchasing 

Equal Exchange benefits small farmer co-ops, 

strengthens equitable trade systems, and goes a long 

way toward building a better world.   We hope you 

will consider buying some fair trade chocolate! 

Sock collection 

It’s time for our annual sock collection for guests of 

Loaves & Fishes at Dorothy Day House.  The White 

Sock is up in the Coat Room.  Please bring white tube 

socks by Sunday, December 11, and please make 

sure that the socks are wrapped. The socks will be 

distributed to Loaves and Fishes guests on December 

12. 

 
Gift Bags 

Gift bags to be used for Christmas (instead of 

wrapping paper) will be on sale the next several 

Sundays.  A few other Christmas items will also be 

available.  Money collected will be used for quilting 

materials. 

 
Epiphany Pageant  

It's time for our annual Epiphany Pageant! ALL 

Sunday school students are invited, even if you 

haven’t regularly attended Sunday School.  In fact, we 

need you all!  We will practice during the Sunday 

school hour (10:30-11:30) on: 

 Dec 3 

 Dec 10 

 Dec 17 

 Dec 31 

The dress rehearsal will be on Sunday, Jan 7 8:00 am. 

This year’s pageant will be performance will be during 

worship on Sunday, January 7 (there will not be 

Sunday School following worship on Jan 7).   

Instrumentalists should bring their instruments every 

week for rehearsal beginning Sunday, December 3. 

our life 

TOGETHER 
 

Photo  Directory Time 

It’s been 7 years since we have done a photo 

directory, and in it’s time for another one.  We’re 

working with Lifetouch again to create the photo 

directory, but it’s a much more simple design this 

time around, including only photos of members and 

membership contact information .  The new format 

also includes a digital directory that you can access 

online. 

Our photo dates will be Thursday, December 28 

from 2 –8:50 pm, Friday, December 29 from 2;8:50 

pm, and Saturday, December 30 from 10 am to 4:50 

pm. 

We want to make sure that as many folks are 

included in the directory as possible.  You can sign 

up online at our website:  www.lcrelca.org, or on our 

Facebook page too.  If you don’t have access to 

online signup, please call Rachel in the office and she 

can sign you up for a session.   Paper sign up will be 

available on Sunday mornings beginning today, 

Sunday, November 26.  

Participants receive a free 8 x 10 portrait with their 

sitting, and have the option of purchasing additional 

pictures, but do not feel pressured into purchasing 

further photographs. 

If you are unable to attend our photo sessions dates, 

you can contact Rachel for information about finding 

another location to have your photo session.  Or, 

you can also submit your own photo for the 

directory.  Please email digital photos to Rachel at 

rwright@lcrelca.org. 

Note from Treasurer Reed Christiansen 

As of the end of October, our contributions were 

$9,182 behind budget, representing a 3% shortfall.   

Please try to keep current on your contributions.  

This will better enable us to carry out our shared 

mission.  Thanks! 
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visit other congregations, but felt right at home when 
visited for the first time in August.  Jen and Nathan 
have always valued worship that is liturgical and 
musical, and prefer the inter-generational sharing 
that a small congregation provides.  Jen and Nathan 
also met in 1992 when they were 15 years old at 
Lutheran Summer Music.  They are so pleased that 
Resurrection has sent many of its own youth to 
Lutheran Summer Music and they look forward to 
hopefully sending their own kids in a few years.   

 

Brian Larson and Holly Lahd Larson 

New members, Brian 
Larson and Holly Lahd 
Larson, will welcome 
their first child into the 
world in just a couple 
of months now (the 
due date is February 8).  

Holly grew up in the 
Osseo/Maple Grove area and Brian in the St. Paul/
Maplewood area.  

Brian works for Dunham Engineering as a mechanical 
engineer consultant. He works primarily on HVAC, 
refrigeration and fire suppression systems. They do 
building renovation and new building construction. 
Some of the projects he has worked on have been at 
the University of MN, St. Scholastica and Bethel.  

Holly is on the Energy Team at Target Corporation. 
There she works on lighting, utilities, and renewable 
energy projects for their stores. Currently, 350 stores 
have solar panels, and Target has a climate policy in 
which they plan to have a 25% reduction in 
greenhouse gas by 2025. This is in direct opposition 
to President Trump’s leaving the Paris Climate 
Accord, which means that Target is still in agreement 
with the accord. 

For hobbies, Holly likes to engage in social justice 
causes and swing dancing. Brian likes to hunt and fish 
at his grandparent’s cabin in Beaver Township 
(Mooselake area). But right now, their joint hobby is 
their home. They bought a 1970’s rambler and are 
updating it. 

When asked about Resurrection they said that they 
had visited a couple of other churches in the area, but 
they like that it is intimate enough, so that you can 
get to know other people. They also liked the 
traditional worship along with the passion for social 
action. 

our life 

TOGETHER 
 
December Birthdays–  

80 and Over 

12/02 Dorothy Thompson 1471 Brenner Ave 
    Roseville, MN 55113 
12/12 Betty Danks  3076 Farrington Ct 
    Roseville, MN 55113 
12/22 Lilian Doenges  541 Lovell Ave 
    Roseville, MN 55113 

Welcome to our new members! 

Baker-Trinity Family 

Nathan and Jennifer 
(Jen) Baker-Trinity 
have three children:  
Thomas (11 years 
old), Luke (9 years 
old), and Miriam (6 
years old) 

Jen grew up in Harrisburg and Williamsport, PA.  She 
attended Valparaiso University where she studied music, 
and then went on to Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia.  Jen is a commissioned Deacon in the ELCA 
and currently under call at the ELCA Churchwide Office, 
working for Augsburg Fortress Publishing.  In this role, 
she edits and develops worship resources and leads 
continuing education events around the country.     

Nathan grew up in Park Rapids, MN and later in Red Oak, 
IA.  Nathan also attended Valparaiso and Lutheran 
Theological Seminary.  Nathan is an ordained ELCA 
pastor, and previously served in Middleburg, PA as a full-
time parish pastor.  Currently, Nathan is Chaplain for 
Prelude Homes and Services in White Bear Lake, an 
assisted living facility that specializes in care for those 
with Alzheimer’s and other dementia-related diseases.  

Thomas and Luke attend Island Lake Elementary and 
Miriam attends Snail Lake Kindergarten Center.   

Thomas is an avid railfan, plays piano and sings with the 
Minnesota Boychoir.  Luke loves animals and enjoys 
visiting zoos whenever he has a chance, and plays the 
violin.  Miriam likes playing dress-up and singing along to 
many Disney classics.  All three kids enjoy playing with 
Legos and taking road trips to visit grandparents.   

They say that they had planned to “shop around” and 
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Contact the NLC office directly at 612-722-2301 for 

more information. 

The National Lutheran Choir, under the direction of Dr. 

David Cherwien, seeks to strengthen, renew and 

preserve the heritage of sacred choral music through 

the highest standards of performance and literature. 

To learn more about the choir, visit NLCA.com and 

Facebook, Twitter and YouTube @NLChoir. 

 

Minnesota Boychoir 

The Minnesota Boychoir presents its annual Winter 

concert on Sunday, December 17 at 7:00 pm at Ted 

Mann Concert Hall, 2128 4th Street S, Minneapolis, 

MN.  The concert is open to the public, and they ask 

for a freewill donation. Alden Wright and Thomas 

Baker-Trinity both sing in the MN Boychoir.  

Minnesota Symphonic Winds 
Winter Jubilee! & Silent Auction 

Held on Sunday, December 10 at 3:00 pm at Edina 

High School (6754 Valley View Rd, Edina), this annual 

favorite promises to bring cheer to everyone in the 

audience with a wide-ranging offering of seasonal 

highlights. The program will include will include 

Dunnigan’s delightful setting of Susato’s Selections 

from the Danserye, Reed’s Rejoicing, Lauridsen’s O 

Magnum Mysterium, and the works of three MSW 

Minnesota friends: Shelley Hanson’s Patapan, Travis 

Cross’ Everlasting Light, and the chamber piece, A 

Halama Christmas by Dan Kallman, as well as other 

seasonal offerings. Our annual silent auction, held in 

conjunction with this concert, promises to streamline 

your holiday shopping. 

Kathy Lee Soprano Recital 
Kathy Lee will present her soprano recital “For Such a 

Time as This”,  at the Schubert Club Museum (75 W 

5th St., 205 Landmark Center) on December 6 at noon.  

The concert is free and open to the public. 

our life 

TOGETHER 

Northern Lights Variety Band and 

Minnesota Boychoir 

The Shoreview Northern Lights Variety Band will 

present “A Festive Holiday” concert on Saturday, 

December 9  at 7:00 pm at Bethel University in Benson 

Great Hall.  They will be joined by the Minnesota 

Boychoir, with a guest appearance from Don Shelby.  

Sue Strohschein plays in the Northern  Lights Band, and 

Alden Wright sings in the MN Boychoir.  Tickets are $10 

if purchased through Sue.  Contact her at 651-528-8981 

or speak with her directly if you would like tickets or 

more information. 

 

Christmas Festival 2017 with the National 

Lutheran Choir 

This cherished annual event creates a holy experience 

for audiences in the awe-inspiring Basilica of Saint Mary 

in Minneapolis. In 2017, the birth of Christ as a refugee 

story is more poignant and relevant than ever before. 

This season’s Christmas Festival seeks to answer the 

question: with our doors and boarders closed, is there 

really no room for Christ to be born today? The National 

Lutheran Choir gives voice to this narrative through an 

electric array of poetry, exquisite choral music, and 

beloved carols – weaving a tapestry of sound and 

worship. Come experience in person what more than 

5,000 people watched online during the 2016 Christmas 

Festival live stream! 

Friday, December 8, 4:30 & 8:00pm 
Saturday, December 9, 8:00pm 
Basilica of Saint Mary, Minneapolis 
Tickets: Adult $30 | Senior $27 | Student $10 | 17 and 
under FREE 
Call Brown Paper Tickets 1-800-838-3006 or order 
online at NLCA.com.  
 
Tickets may be available at the door on the day of the 

concert. Please check the website, NLCA.com for the 

latest ticket information. Group discounts are available! 

http://www.nlca.com/about-national-lutheran-choir
http://www.nlca.com/david-cherwien-artistic-director
http://www.nlca.com/david-cherwien-artistic-director
http://www.nlca.com
http://www.nlca.com/season/2016-2017/christmas-festival-angels-hovering-round
http://www.NLCA.com
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upcoming 

EVENTS– December 
 
 
Bible Presentation during Worship:  December 3, 9:00 am 
 
Youth & Education committee:  December 3, 11:30 am 
 
St. Paul Needleworkers:  December 5, 9:00 am 
 
Buildings & Grounds Meeting:  December 11, 9:00 am 
 
Cookie Baking:  December 11, 9:00 am 
 
Loaves & Fishes:  December 11, 2:30 pm 
 
Confirmation:  Saturday, December 16, 9:00 am 
 
Worship, Music & the Arts committee:  December 17, 11:30 am 
 
Newsletter Deadline:  December 18, 4:00 pm 
 
St. Paul Needleworkers:  December 18, 7:00 pm 
 
Ruth Circle:  December 18, 7:00 pm 
 
Phoebe Circle:  December 19, 1:00 pm 
 
Church Council potluck:  December 19. 6:00 pm 
 
Church Council Meeting:  December 19, 7:30 pm 
 
Holden Prayer Midweek Advent Worship:  December 6, 13, 20, 
7:00 pm 
 
Meals on Wheels:  December 21 
 
Christmas Eve Worship:  December 24, 4:00 pm 
 
Christmas Day Worship:  December 25, 10:30 am 
 
Lifetouch Photo Sessions for Directory:  December 28, 29, 30 
 
 
 

 
The Lutheran Church of the  

Resurrection 
A Reconciling in Christ  

congregation  
www.lcrelca.org  

(651) 484-1292 

Monthly Worship Leaders 
 

Usher Team:  Team 2 
Wayne Griesel, Greg Ensberg,  
Teri MacNabb 
 
Altar Guild:   
Jodi Harpstead 
Brenda Washburn 
 
Communion Bread Baking:   
Jodi Harpstead 
 
Sacristan: 
Carolyn Petersen 
Tim Rongstad 
Dennis Stolp 

 
Cookie Providers  

 
December 3 
Karen Earhuff 
Wendy and Doug Wannen 
Joe & Susan DiSalvo 
 
December 10 
Virginia & Judy Kuck 
Phil Peterson & Sue Strohschein 
Jane & Mark Cunningham 
 
December 17 
Julie & Eric Lindmark 
Kris & Tim Rongstad 
Trudi Johnson/Richards & Jerry 
Richards 
 
December 24 
Aaron & Kendra Lind 
Pam Gill 
Melissa & Mark Reichert 
 
December 31 
Bob & Angela Smithson 
Lu Zibell 
Irene Waage 
 
 

 
 

 

  
Follow us on Facebook 

Lutheran Church of the 

Resurrection ELCA 


